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Public report
Cabinet Member Report

Cabinet Member for City Services ot April 2025
Name of Cabinet Member:
Cabinet Member for City Services — Councillor P Hetherton

Director Approving Submission of the report:
Director of City Services and Commercial

Ward(s) affected:
All

Title:
Petition — Switch the Street Lights Back On

Is this a key decision?
No

Executive Summary:

A petition with 1482 signatures was lodged requesting the streetlights to be switched back
on overnight.

In accordance with the City Council's procedure for dealing with petitions, those relating to
street lighting are heard by the Cabinet Member for City Services. The Cabinet Member
had considered the petition prior to this meeting and requested that the petition was dealt
with by letter (determination letter) rather than a formal report being submitted to a meeting,
to be able to deal with the matter more efficiently. On receipt of the determination letter,
the petition organiser requested that the issue be considered at a Cabinet Member for City
Services meeting.

The determination letter (dated 18" December 2024) advised, it is acknowledged that the
decision to turn off streetlights in the early hours across the City might concern a number
of residents, the decision was not taken lightly and is in response to extreme funding
pressures and a drive to reduce the Council’s carbon footprint.

When looking at the elderly, vulnerable and shift workers we kept the same approach that
shows the impact will be the same for all users and each residential area has been
considered and judged on its individual circumstances. For example, areas adjacent to
care homes, sheltered accommodation complexes and A&E departments remain in light
and we regularly review this list that is provided to us from Adult Social care.



The Part-night Street lighting sees the lighting switched off between midnight and 5.30 am
on weeknights, and between 1am and 5.30 am at weekends when there are fewer people
and cars on the streets. Officers have liaised with neighbouring authorities that also have
a part night switch off and are regularly in touch with the Police and Community Safety
Team who have not reported any significant issues linked to the part-night switch off.
Therefore, the part-night street lighting policy will continue to operate as above.
Recommendations:

Cabinet Member for City Services is recommended to:

1) Note the petitioners’ concerns.

2) Endorse the actions which had been agreed to be issued by determination letter to the
petition organisers as detailed in paragraph 1.10 of the report.

List of Appendices included:

Appendix A — Text of determination letter

Background Papers:

Street Lighting Switch Off — Report to Cabinet 25" February 2025

LED Upgrade: Cabinet 10" December 2024, Council 14" January 2025

Other useful documents:
None
Has it been or will it be considered by Scrutiny?

The Communities and Neighbourhoods Scrutiny Board (4) considered an item on ‘Street
Lighting’ on 30" January 2025.

Has it been or will it be considered by any other Council Committee, Advisory
Panel or other body?

No
Will this report go to Council?

No
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Context (or background)

A petition with 1482 signatures was lodged requesting the streetlights to be switched
back on overnight. The petition is sponsored by Councillor S Nazir.

The petition reads as follows:

“We the undersigned petition the Council to re-consider the decision made on 20th
February 2024.

When you decided to switch the street lights off for the majority of the night, you had
a response from only 36 people which is a ridiculously small number for a city the
size of Coventry. Out of those 36 responses there were concerns that the elderly,
vulnerable and shift-workers might be disproportionately affected by this decision
which is deeply unpopular.”

The decision to switch the Streetlights off between midnight and 5.30am Sunday to
Thursday and lam to 5.30am Friday to Saturday was taken by Council on 20
February in response to extreme funding pressures for the Council.

Street Lighting was included in the Budget consultation undertaken between
December 2023 and February 2024, the Council undertook an eight-week period of
consultation on its budget proposals for 2024/25, prior to making the final decisions
on its budget. The Council hosted a survey on its engagement platform Let’s Talk
Coventry asking for people’s views on the budget proposals. This survey was
publicised through the Council website, newsletters and social media. Hard copies of
the survey were available in all Council libraries and posters advertising the survey
and engagement opportunities, alongside a phone number to request more
information, at Libraries and Family Hubs. Two drop-in sessions were held at
Broadgate Customer Services Centre, offering support for people who did not have
digital access. In addition, meetings were held with residents, the Council workforce
and the Chamber of Commerce.

Responses - 3,500 people visited the Let’'s Talk Coventry page, with 1,600 of them
downloading a document or viewing a video and 423 respondents completed the
survey. 21 email responses were received. Including representations from Zarah
Sultana MP, Coventry Independent Advice Service, Central England Law Centre,
TUC and Warwick Law in the Community.

Proposals to turn off streetlights received 36 comments, while some agree with the
proposals put forward others feel that this could impact crime, anti-social behaviour,
and public safety. Some feel that alternative arrangements could be made such as
the 70% proposal, strategic use of lighting, especially in higher crime areas, and use
of more energy efficient systems.

In accordance with the Streetlighting Policy “The City Council Road Safety and
Community Safety teams will monitor traffic accidents and crime levels and if there
is a significant increase, which could be put down to the part night operation of the
lighting, the area will be reviewed by officers and lights may be turned back to all
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night operation.” The police have confirmed there has been no significant changes in
the crime statistics since the part night lighting started, equally nighttime crime has
occurred in the City prior to this decision.

Following the decision to part-night the streetlights, approval has now been granted
to upgrade up to 29,500 streetlights to LED. Where implemented, the new LED
streetlights are more energy efficient and have the ability to be dimmed much further
than the current streetlights. One of the options we are exploring is an alternative to
the part night switch off with dimmed lighting overnight.

In accordance with the City Council's procedure for dealing with petitions, those
relating to streetlighting are heard by the Cabinet Member for City Services. The
Cabinet Member had considered the petition prior to this meeting and requested that
the petition was dealt with by letter (determination letter) rather than a formal report
being submitted to a meeting, to be able to deal with the matter more efficiently.
The determination letter (copy in Appendix A to the report) advised exemptions have
been applied to the part-night lighting in the most high risk areas. We have liaised
with our neighbouring authorities that also have a part night switch off and are
regularly in touch with the Police and Community Safety Team who have not reported
any significant issues linked to the part-night switch off. Therefore, the part-night
street lighting policy will continue to operate.

Following receipt of the Determination Letter, the petitioners requested the petition
was dealt with at the Cabinet Member for City Services Decision Session.

Options considered and recommended proposal

The recommended actions in response to the issues raised are detailed in paragraph
1.10 of this report.

Results of consultation undertaken

n/a

Timetable for implementing this decision.

n/a

Comments from the Director of Finance and Resources and the Director of
Law and Governance

Financial implications

There are no financial implications to the Council of the recommended actions (see
paragraph 1.10).

Legal implications
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The Highways Act 1980 empowers local authorities to light the highway but does
not place a duty to do so.

Other implications

How will this contribute to the One Coventry Plan?
(https://www.coventry.gov.uk/strategies-plans-policies/one-coventry-plan)

N/A
How is risk being managed?

The City Council Road Safety and Community Safety teams continue to monitor
traffic accidents and crime levels

What is the impact on the organisation?
None
Equalities / EIA?

No specific equalities impact assessment has been carried out for this report but one
was undertaken for the part-night decision.

Implications for (or impact on) climate change and the environment?
n/a

Implications for partner organisations?
None


https://www.coventry.gov.uk/strategies-plans-policies/one-coventry-plan

Report author

Name and job title:
Ravinder Sekhon
Principal Officer — Street Lighting and Support Servies

Service Area:
City Services and Commercial

Tel and email contact:
Tel: 02476976715
Email: Ravinder.Sekhon@coventry.gov.uk

Enquiries should be directed to the above person.

Contributor/ Title Service Area | Date doc Date
approver name sent out response
received or
approved

Contributors:

Caroline Taylor Governance Law and 11/03/25 11/03/25
Services Officer Governance

Mark Adams Strategic Lead for | City Services 11/03/25 14/03/25
Highways and
Operations & Commercial
Delivery

John Redfern Corporate & Law and 14/03/25 17/03/25
Commercial Governance
Lawyer

Names of

approvers: (officers

and members)

Oluremi Aremu Head of Legal & | Law and 17/03/25 17/03/25
Procurement Governance
Services

Andrew Walster Director of City - 17/03/25 25/03/25
Services

Councillor P Cabinet Member - 17/03/25 17/03/25

Hetherton for City Services

This report is published on the council’s website: www.coventry.gov.uk/council-meetings
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Appendix A — Text of Determination Letter

Subject matter: Switch the Street Lights Back On

| am writing with regard to the above petition and your request to switch back on the Street
Lights.

The matter was discussed with Councillor Hetherton, Cabinet Member for City Services,
who has requested that this be dealt with by way of letter rather than a formal report being
submitted to a future meeting, so that it can be dealt with more quickly.

In response to your request, it is acknowledged that the decision to turn off streetlights in
the early hours across the City might concern a number of residents, the decision was not
taken lightly and is in response to extreme funding pressures and a drive to reduce the
Council’s carbon footprint.

When looking at the elderly, vulnerable and shift workers we kept the same approach that
shows the impact will be the same for all users and each residential area has been
considered and judged on its individual circumstances. For example, areas adjacent to
care homes, sheltered accommodation complexes and A&E departments remain in light
and we regularly review this list that is provided to us from Adult Social care.

The Part-night Street lighting sees the lighting switched off between midnight and 5.30 am
in the morning on weeknights, and between 1 am and 5.30 am at weekends where there
is a lower usage of the network. We have liaised with our neighbouring authorities that also
have a part night switch off and are regularly in touch with the Police and Community
Safety Team who have not reported any significant issues linked to the part-night switch
off. Therefore, the part-night street lighting policy will continue to operate as above.

| would be grateful if you could please confirm in writing, either by email or letter, that you
agree that the petition be progressed by way of this letter. If you do not agree, a report
responding to your petition will be prepared for consideration at a future Cabinet Member
meeting. You will be invited to attend this meeting where you will have the opportunity to
speak on behalf of the petitioners. If no response is received within four weeks of the date
of this letter, we will record this as your acceptance of the determination letter and the
petition will be closed.



